H5292

separation policy that rips children
away from their families is horrible
and cruel, and it is. And we need you to
keep the calls coming.

We are not going to let this happen.
We are not going to let children con-
tinue to be ripped away from their fam-
ilies, but we need backup.

We are here to say we stand with the
families. We love these children. Ev-
eryone should love these children, and
we are not going to put up with
Trump’s anti-immigrant, hateful pol-
icy any longer.

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Madam
Speaker, I yield to the gentlewoman
from Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI).

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker, 1
thank the gentlewoman for yielding.

I spent the day before Father’s Day
at the Federal prison in Oregon, meet-
ing the 123 asylum-seeking immigrant
men who are incarcerated in prison.
They were fleeing horrific violence and
religious persecution. They were Chris-
tian and Sikh men from India. There
was an LGBTQ man from Honduras and
a man from Mexico whose property was
burned because he has been targeted by
gangs. We spoke with men who were
separated from their wives and chil-
dren and who, on Father’s Day, had no
idea where they were or how they were.

Criminalizing asylum seekers and
separating families is cruel, and it is
appalling.

Now we find out that there are ten-
der-age shelters. Babies don’t need
their own jail. They need their own
parents. This must stop. The President
and the Department of Justice could
stop it right now.

The American Academy of Pediatrics
said that separating families in this
way causes irreparable harm. Mis-
treating children for political leverage
is outside of moral bounds, even for
this administration.

As a mother, it breaks my heart. As
an American and granddaughter of im-
migrants, it makes me furious.

And if the President won’t sign some-
thing today, which he could, then,
Speaker RYAN, bring us the Keeping
Families Together Act, and let us do
something to stop this horrific atrocity
that is happening to children and to
people who are coming to this country.

——————

FAMILIES HAVE A RIGHT TO
PETITION FOR ASYLUM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New Mexico (Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN
GRISHAM) for 5 minutes.

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of
New Mexico. Madam Speaker, this past
week, my colleagues and I traveled to
different parts of the border to see
firsthand how children, mothers, and
fathers are being terrorized by the
most anti-immigrant, xenophobic, and
racist administration of my lifetime.

We did this because we cannot stand
by, cannot stand idly by, and watch the
most powerful country in the world
tearing children from their mothers
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and their fathers at their most vulner-
able and desperate moments. The sto-
ries of babies and toddlers being torn
from the arms of their mothers and fa-
thers, the heartbreaking audio of chil-
dren crying and screaming for their
parents, the account of a distraught fa-
ther taking his own life after his own
child was wrestled from his arms, and
of a mother who was deported before
she could recover her son from deten-
tion, these are the atrocities per-
petrated by President Trump, and they
must stop.
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Families fleeing violence deserve and
have a right to petition their claim for
asylum, for that is the law of the land.

I am here with two children today to
call on this administration to stop this
cruel, inhumane practice that betrays
who we are as a country.

The President could make the deci-
sion to end this practice right now and
do the right thing. Failing that, Con-
gress must act.

Madam Speaker, I yield to my distin-
guished colleague from Washington
(Ms. JAYAPAL).

Ms. JAYAPAL. Madam Speaker, 10
days ago, I visited a Federal prison
south of Seattle that holds 174 women.
I met with all of those women. They
are seeking asylum. One woman had
three children. The first child was shot
and murdered by gangs. The second
child was shot and paralyzed by gangs,
and the third child was the child she
tried to bring here to safety.

These are the stories of the people
who are coming across the border. All
of the mothers and the 174 people who
were at the Federal prison had not
even been able to say good-bye to their
children. They did not know where
their children were. They had been sub-
jected to the worst conditions at the
border.

Madam Speaker, what is this country
coming to? This is a country that
should value our children, that should
value the rights of our children; and
these children are sitting in cages on
the border in tent cities.

This President created this crisis,
and this President can stop this crisis
right now with a phone call. Do not tell
us it is about Congress. It is about the
President of the United States who has
chosen to take this democracy to its
very bottom.

This is the bottom. This is abuse. It
is a human rights violation, and we
must end it. He must end it.

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of
New Mexico. Madam Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
GUTIERREZ).

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Madam Speaker, I
want to thank all of my colleagues
from all over the United States. I
would like to ask them all to please
step forward and bring your guests.
Every Member of Congress is allowed
two children under the age of 12. Please
bring them forward with you.

I think more powerful than anything
I could say is to stand with children.
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Please. Please. We only have 5 minutes,
but let’s take the minutes so the chil-
dren can step forward. Please bring
them forward. All of the Members of
Congress, you are all allowed under our
rules to have two children.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would advise Members to not
traffic the well while another Member
is under recognition.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Madam Speaker,
under the protection of Members of the
U.S. House of Representatives, we are
here with the children because we be-
lieve that this is what is important.

I want to thank all of my colleagues,
I know that the rules do not allow all
of you to speak. But I think you speak
with your presence here and with these
children in your arms.

I want to tell you something. I know
this is a tragic moment, but this week-
end, I couldn’t have felt prouder to be
an American. I couldn’t have felt
prouder about just what our
exceptionalism is.

I saw Americans everywhere across
this country standing up for children,
standing up for those who are in need,
and standing up for moms and dads
who are being separated.

Let’s celebrate, too, that America
sees this injustice, sees this cruelty,
sees this evil, and did not remain si-
lent. That is the America that I am so
happy I was born into.

We have a great country. Let’s re-
member that. So let’s keep the fight.
Let’s keep the fight for these children
who are here. They are so beautiful.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from New Mexico’s time has
expired.

The gentleman from Illinois is not
recognized.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will reiterate an announcement
by the Chair on July 7, 2016: An exhi-
bition involving Members trafficking
the well is a breach of decorum.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 10
a.m. today.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 34 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WEBER of Texas) at 10
a.m.

———

PRAYER
Rabbi Mark Schiftan, The Temple:
Congregation Ohabai Sholom, Nash-
ville, Tennessee, offered the following
prayer:
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God bless this land and all its inhab-
itants, this land built on foundations
we may call our own, pledged to law
and freedom, to equality and harmony,
haven for the huddled masses yearning
to breathe free.

We and you who lead us are a nation
of immigrants. Each of us, all of us, are
here because of the individually and
mutually inspired hopes and dreams of
those who came before us, those who
often fled persecution to find safe
haven on this Nation’s shores for them
and for future generations that follow
them, including each and every one of
us.
More than any other instruction in
the Bible is the sacred reminder to em-
brace the stranger, to love the new-
comer as much or even more than the
native born. May we, may you who lead
us, do just that.

Help us, O God, to fulfill the promise
of America. May we and you who lead
us be true to this land and its tradi-
tions. Renew in all of us a zeal for jus-
tice, tempered always with mercy.
Awaken within us compassion so we
may enter upon the future with re-
stored vision and dedicated afresh to a
proud destiny for all.

Amen.

———————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
THOMPSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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WELCOMING RABBI MARK
SCHIFTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. COOPER) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, the open-
ing prayer today was given by Rabbi
Mark Schiftan of Nashville, the senior
rabbi of the oldest and largest Jewish
congregation in middle Tennessee. The
congregation dates back to 1851, when
the Vine Street Temple began worship
services in downtown Nashville, even
before the Civil War.

Rabbi Schiftan has led today’s tem-
ple, Congregation Ohabai Sholom, for
nearly 20 years and is well known and
beloved in our community.

His family escaped the Holocaust
from Vienna, Austria, fleeing first to
Shanghai, China, and then to San
Francisco.

Rabbi Schiftan was educated at San
Francisco State University, the He-
brew Union of Los Angeles, and then
was ordained at the Hebrew Union of
Cincinnati.

Under Rabbi Schiftan’s leadership,
the temple has been the indispensable
religious and cultural institution for
all of middle Tennessee.

I would like to personally thank the
rabbi for his strong leadership in our
community, for our personal friend-
ship, and for opening the House with
prayer today.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for l-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

————

ADDRESSING THE ROHINGYA
HUMAN RIGHTS CRISIS

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
on World Refugee Day to draw atten-
tion to the plight of the Rohingya peo-
ple in Myanmar.

Since October 2016, the Burmese mili-
tary has targeted the Rohingya people
with what the State Department has
described as ethnic cleansing. Through
interviews in refugee camps and other
fact-finding missions, the U.N. Office of
High Commissioner for Human Rights
and multiple NGOs have documented a
systematic campaign of mass rape,
extrajudicial killings of young babies
and children, brutal beatings, burning
of entire villages, and other serious
human rights violations.

Mr. Speaker, 7,000 Rohingya were
killed in the first month of the vio-
lence, while an estimated 700,000 have
fled to Bangladesh. At the Tom Lantos
Human Rights Commission, we have
worked to bring attention to the sick-
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ening discrimination and mistreatment
of the Rohingya.

The oncoming monsoon season in
Bangladesh will cause more difficulties
for the Rohingya refugees. Congress
must hold the Burmese military ac-
countable for their actions and provide
the necessary aid needed to meet this
crisis.

———

FAMILY SEPARATION

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, the
Trump administration’s abhorrent im-
migration policy that is tearing fami-
lies apart and separating children from
their parents is a shameful betrayal of
our values. It needs to end imme-
diately.

Americans of all political stripes are
contacting our office, heartbroken and
outraged by the images and stories of
the treatment of these vulnerable
young people by our Nation.

The President and his Attorney Gen-
eral have created this crisis. The Presi-
dent has the power to immediately
stop this cruelty, but so far, Mr.
Speaker, he refuses to do so. That is
why today I am proud to join more
than 190 colleagues introducing legisla-
tion to stop this inhumane treatment
of children at our border.

The Keep Families Together Act pro-
hibits the Department of Homeland Se-
curity from separating children from
their parents, except in extraordinary
circumstances. The bill also limits
criminal prosecution of asylum seekers
fleeing persecution, increases child
welfare training, and creates a policy
preference for family reunification.

I urge my fellow Members of Con-
gress to join us on this bill. Let’s fix
this stain on the character of our Na-
tion and swiftly end this policy.

———

HONORING TOM NEUBAUER

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Tom Neubauer, the recipient
of the 2018 Defense Community Leader-
ship Award.

Tom is a highly respected leader of
the defense community in Florida and
a personal friend of mine back in Bay
County, which is my home.

Tom has been the leading communi-
cator between our military and civilian
communities for as long as I can re-
member. He was instrumental in bring-
ing the MQ-9 Reaper Wing to Tyndall
Air Force Base and worked tirelessly
to support and protect the Military
Mission Line.

Both Tom and his wife, Margaret, are
Air Force brats. Their love for our sol-
diers, sailors, and airmen shines
through in all that they do. Tom has
been building better relations and a



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-12T14:30:56-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




